Moscow»~1.my n'r"u\r')—-'
An article 1n thie leuding Soviet
army Publication sald today
-Francigs Gary Pewers had indl-
cated He belteved an explosion

. of his jet engine halted hts May
Day spylng 1light over tle So-

%iet Unfon,
Two Soviet Ofﬁceu writing
= in the newspaper Krasnaya
Zvezda (Red Stur) aftér what
_ . they described as an interview
with’ the 30-year-old flier, re-
ported he did not think a Saviet
rocket had downred his I.ock-

. heed U2,

{The U 2's dcslgnvr ¢ L.
Johnson, said Monday alght he
did not belleve the plane had
been shot down Hy cither a

. nussile or another aircrat.
* His oplnion was that “jf they
g have the U-Z-1t is HBecause
. - some mgchanical gr ¢exwen
1 fatlures citused it to descend
! far below its normal cruising
, altitude.’ o .
{ The article sald Mr.;Powers
*jwould have been blown Gp .f Le
lhﬂd pressed a lever tv rjoct
himself fram the plane, it said
‘that’ the plane had been rigged
Lo blow itself up after the pilot
-hail been ejected, but.that the
.cjection  mechahism re a
’stamp ‘saying -it ‘had been
checked Iast in 19856. I} would
{have falled, the article suid, wid
ithe bomh “would have} spared
,{neititer the plane nor the flter."

“Powers Apparently khew his
‘bossex’ habits very well” .Red
“iStar sald. “Probally this 18 why

. jhe did not make use of the
catapult reeulzmg whatithc end
"hn’()uld be." L
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